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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT BANZER'S SPEECH ANNOUNCING STATE OF SIEGE 

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF PRESIDENT BANZER'S SPEECH OF JANUARY 28 
ANNOUNCING INSTITUTION OF STATE OF SIEGE THROUGHOUT BOLIVIA. 

"FELLOW BOLIVIANS: 

I MUST DENOUNCE BEEORE THE COUNTRY AN INTERNATIONAL CONSPIRACY, 

TO WHICH I HAVE REFERRED SEVERAL TIMES IN THE PAST. 

THIS ACTIVITY, WHOSE DETAILS I HAVE MADE KNOWN TO THE DIRECTORS 
OF THE PRESS AND RADIO IN A CONFIDENTIAL MANNER, AND WHICH WAS 
ORIGINALLY PLANNED EOR A LATER DATE, HAS SUDDENLY COMMENCED IN THE 
BELIEF, THAT - WITH THE NEW ECONOMIC MEASURES - ITS TIME 
HAS COME.THE PLAN HAS BEGUN WITH THE DESTRUCTION OE BRIDGES, 
BLOCKAGE OF ROADS, INTERRUPTION OF RAILROAD LINES AND EXPLOSION 
OF GRENADES IN URBAN CENTERS, CONCLUDING WITH THE CRIMINAL 
SABATAGE OF OUR PETROLEUM PRODUCTION, ALL OP WHICH IS AIMED 
AT CREATING A STATE OF CONFUSION AND CHAOS WHEREIN THE CITIES 
WOULD SUFPER SHORTAGES OP GOODS, PROVOKING THE PEOPLES' 

ANGER; AT THIS MOMENT WHEN THE CONDITIONS WERE RIPE, THE 
EXTREMISTS WOULD CALL EOR AN ARMED UPRISING, CONVERTING OUR 
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COUNTRY, AS IT IS EASY TO IMAGINE, INTO A BATTLEFIELD OP 
IDEOLOGICAL AND ARMED STRUGGLE IN SOUTH AMERICA. 
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IT IS NOT, HENCE, A PLAN WHICH SEEKS A NEW TYPE OE GOVERNMENT 
APPROPRIATE EOR OUR NATION'S PROBLEMS, BUT RATHER ONE WHICH SEEKS 
TO ESTABLISH IN OUR COUNTRY, ASIDE EROM A PUPPET GOVERNMENT, 

A NEW CENTER OF CONTINENTAL EXTREMIST ACTIVITIES; IT IS A 
CONSPIRACY WHICH INTENDS TO REGAIN FOR EXTREMISM THE POSITIONS 
RECENTLY LOST IN AMERICA, AND, THIS ACTION, AS WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY, 
POINTED OUT, IS BEING CARRIED OUT IN OUR COUNTRY BECAUSE OF ITS 
SPECIAL POLITICAL AND GEOGRAPHIC SITUATION. THE PLAN IS NOT NEW 
OR ORIGINAL; WE HAVE SUEFERED BEEORE FROM THE SAME TYPE OE 
ATTEMPTS. THE POPULAR ARMED REJECTION OE EXTREMIST AGGRESSION 
IS STILL ERESH IN OUR MEMORY. 

THE SOLID INTEGRATION OE THE ARMED FORCES, THE NATIONALIST 
REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT, BOLIVIAN SOCIALIST EALANGE, THE EARRIENTIST 
EORCES AND THE CITIZENS OF THE COUNTRYSIDE AND OF THE CITIES 
DOES NOT REELECT THE MERE PERMANENCE IN POWER OE INTERESTS OR 
PARTISAN GROUPS BUT RATHER THE DEEP IDEOLOGICAL, NATIONALIST 
CONVICTION WHICH UNITES THEM TOGETHER IN ORDER TO KEEP BOLLIVIA 
PROM ANY INTERNATIONAL DEPENDENCY, WITHIN THE PRAMEWORK OF CHRISTIAN 
MORAL AND SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES, WITH PULL AWARENESS OP THE 
RESPONSIBILITIES THE WORKERS AND EMPLOYERS SHARE IN THE COMMON 
ENTERPRISE WHICH THEIR WORK INVOOLVES. SOME NARROW-MINDED 
PERSONS WHO DO NOT UNDERSTAND THIS 

SCHEME TRY TO CHANNEL THEIR PERSONAL AMBITIONS THROUGH A 
DOZEN "DISPLACED ' PERSONS AND WANT TO SURPRISE US WITH 
INGENIOUS COMMANDO-STYLE COUP ATTEMPTS. THOSE WHO CONSCIOUSLY 
OR UNCONSCIOUSLY ARE ENGAGED IN THIS NEW ADVENTURE, WHICH 
ULTIMATELY PAVORS THE INTERNATIONAL CONSPIRACY, ARE HEREBY WARNED 
THAT MY GOVERNMENT WILL BE INFLEXIBLE IN IMPOSING THE EXISTING 
LEGAL SANCTIONS. 

IN THE SAME MANNER THAT IN AUGUST 1971 THE ARMED EORCES 
SUPPORTED THE POPULAR EPPORT TO GUARD OUR NATIONAL INTEGRITY AND 
CALL A HALT TO THE EXCESSIVE ACTS OP ANARCHY, TODAY IN THE PRESENCE 
OP THESE SERIOUS ACTS I TAKE MY PLACE TO EIGHT THIS NEW BATTLE EOR 
OUR NATION. 

TO THE PARMERS, TO THE WORKERS IN THE CITIES, TO THE 
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MINERS, TO ALL THOSE WHO ARE DECEIVED IN THEIR GOOD FAITH, WHOM 
THE EXTREMISTS ARE TRYING TO INDUCE TO ACT AGAINST THE EORCES OP 
PUBLIC ORDER, CONVERTING THEM INTO CANNON PODDER, I MAKE A CALL SO 
THAT THEY WILL BECOME AWARE OP THE SERIOUSNESS OF THIS SITUATION, 
REALIZING THAT THE SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM OP SUPPLY AND SALARIES 
CAN NOT COME VIA AN ARMED CONPRONTATION OR THE BLOCKING OP ROADS, 

BUT ONLY BY COOPERATING WITH GOVERNMENT'S EPPORT TO OBTAIN MORE 
RESOURCES IN ORDER TO FACE THE WORLD FOOD SHORTAGE. IT IS NECESSARY 
TO ESTABLISH CLEARLY THAT THE LINE OP THE GOVERNMENT IS PIRMLY OUT- 
LINED AND EXPLAINED IN MY NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE, AN 
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